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Your data is everywhere, and it's multiplying. Most legacy tools need a rulebook just to
start searching — regex, data samples, manual configurations — sound familiar?
There’s a solid chance you'll still miss sensitive data and spend your day chasing false
positives.

What you need is smarter discovery — a solution that autonomously finds and
categorizes data everywhere, understands what it's looking at, and can tell a pay stub
from a partnership agreement without handholding. Context is everything, and your
data deserves a security solution that gets it.

Now that you've got eyes on your data, it’s time to classify it. Why? Because your
security tools like DLP, ZTNA, and CASB can't do their job effectively without this.

Start by creating a classification policy that makes sense for your organization then
configure labels in the systems that manage access and sharing. Map your data to
the right labels, classify existing data, and set rules to ensure anything new gets
sorted automatically.

Once your classifications are in place, your DLP tools can begin enforcing your access
policies. Congratulations, you just turned visibility into control.

Your data is nicely labeled and organized. Now you need to make sure that the right
people (and only the right people) have access. Just like with classification, it starts
with a solid policy — one that spells out what acceptable use looks like, how you'll
detect and deal with unauthorized sharing, how you'll communicate expectations to
users, and how you'll handle exception requests (because there will be some). This
gives you a framework to audit and remediate access.

At this point, you focus on the details. Which types of data need protection, and who
should have access? HIPAA-regulated records, intellectual property, and Pl all need

to be locked down. If a user left the company six months ago and still has access to

your product roadmap, that's a problem. Publicly shared folders? Personal email and

file sharing? Those need to go too.

Access should be intentional, not accidental, and good policies make that happen.
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You've classified your data and locked it down. Now it's time to clean house.

Data retention is key to staying compliant, cutting storage costs, and reducing your
risk surface. Plus, nobody likes version chaos.

Start with — you guessed it — a solid, documented retention policy that maps your
data accordingly. Then, lay out your cleanup game plan, including how you will handle
exceptions.

Apply retention labels on data, delete or archive anything past its expiration date, and
set up your systems to enforce the rules automatically. Finally, Kill off those duplicate
files because nobody needs eight copies of the same quarterly report.

Data security isn't a slow cooker that you can set and forget. Even with automation
doing the heavy lifting, you still need to stay alert.

Set up notifications for anything suspicious, like files being overshared, misclassified
data, and expired records. Monitor user behavior for anything out of the ordinary and
keep tabs on your email and collaboration channels. And if you've got compliance
requirements (spoiler alert — you do), set those violation alerts. This final step of
monitoring and control is what keeps everything in check.

An effective data security governance finally gives you the clarity
you've been chasing. Less risk, fewer compliance headaches,
and a lot more ROl on your security tools. It's a no brainer.
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